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VOLUNTEERING: Mabellina Wong, Angela Harding and Esther Knight are Cairns Street Chaplains, keeping the peace. picture: MARC McCORMACK

Baptism of fire fo
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guardian angels

KIMBERLEY VLASIC

kimberleyvlasic@news.com.au

IT°S 2013 and Esther Knight’s
first shift with the Cairns Street
Chaplains.

A brawl breaks out near
Reef Hotel Casino with “blood
and guts, and everything
everywhere”.

“Ambulance, police — every-
body was involved in it. There
were people being carted off to
hospital,” recalled the Edge
Hill woman.

Ms Knight said behaviour
in the CBD had improved dra-
matically since her “baptism of
fire” three years ago.

“We were always busting up
fights and attending to people
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who had been in fights,” she
said. “Now if we do a first aid,
it’s usually self inflicted -
somebody who has had too
much to drink or taken a drug
they shouldn’t have.

“People are much better be-
haved, it's much quieter.”

Ms Knight joined the street
chaplains at the urging of her
pastor, while Angela Harding
found her calling while survey-
ing the city on her morning jog
through Whitfield.

“I would pray for the city
and I would pray particularly
for our tourists,” she said.

“When I found this oppor-
tunity to get involved with the
street chaplains 1 thought
‘that’s a way I can practically
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give to the city and support the
city’. That was my motivation
for getting involved and my
desire is just to see our city
being a safe city.”

Working with emergency
services, security guards and
taxi marshalls, Ms Knight be-
lieves street chaplains have
achieved just that.

“We can really see the dif-
ference on the streets since
we’ve been out there,” she said.

Mabellina Wong has been
sacrificing her weekends for
the past three years but
wouldn’t have it any other way.

“We have grown to love the
city and the people, we have
become so attached that we
can’t give it up,” she said.
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“We feel we have to be there
for these people because the
police are there to do their job,
the security are bound to pro-
tect the pubs and in between,
there’s no one.”

The Christian volunteer-
run organisation this week cel-
ebrated its third anniversary
and the launch of a “rest and
recovery” vehicle.

Donated by the Queens-
land Ambulance Service, the
converted ambulance is sta-
tioned on the corner of Graft-
on and Shields streets every
Friday and Saturday night.
Cairns Street Chaplains needs more
volunteers, visit facebook.com/
CairnsStreetChaplains or email
cairnsstreetchaplains@gmail.com
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+ 18" 15-SPOKE 2-TONE ALLOYS
* SPORTS SUSPENSION « STABILISER BARS

TICKS WANTED

Ixodes Holocyclus: Females responsible for Paralysis Male

non toxic

Partially Fully
Unengorged engorged engorged * Unengorged only
Adult FEMALE*

$2.00 EACH

DELIVER TO LISMORE VET CLINIC
22 Uralba Street Lismore NSW 2480 - Ph 0419 868 678

paralysis ticks wanted.

b Australia China Business Council
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Your path to China export success, Cairns workshop

* Learn how to enter, navigate and
compete in the China market
and risk management

Date: Thursday 27 October

Time: 10:30am for 10:45 start.
Sessions ends at 4:00pm

Venue: Cairns Institute Room Building D3,
James Cook University, McGregor
Rd, Smithfield

Contact: james.scullin@acbc.com.au
$75*
REGISTRATION:

www.acbc.com.au/upcoming-events

o Utilise the China Australia Free Trade
Agreement to expand your business

* Learn about Chinese business etiquette
and cultural nuances

 Find out more about export finance and
export assistance from government

*ticket prices reflect the subsidy provided by the Australian Government through
the Free Trade Agreement Training Provider Grant Program that has reduced ticket
costs by 50% for each attendee. The full value of the training is $150.

Public hearing...

Heavy Vehicle National Law and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2016

The Transportation and Utilities Committee

is holding a public hearing in Cairns on the above

Bill which includes a proposal to make a regulation
providing for the payment of financial assistance to
the taxi and limousine industry to implement a $100M
Industry Adjustment Assistance Package.

Date: Wednesday 19 October
Venue: Michaelmas Cay Ballroom,
Pullman Reef Hotel, Wharf Street

Time: 10:45am —12:15pm

Please register your interest to appear at the hearing
by visiting the Bill inquiry page at: www.parliament.qld.

gov.au/ tuc

The hearing is open to members of the public to
attend as observers. Phone: 3553 6633

Y& Committees

Parliament House, George St, Brisbane Qld 4000

vvww.parliamentqld.gov.au/committees
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love that car

* SENSATIONAL 125KW 2.4L MIVEC 4 CYL
* RAIN SENSING WIPERS

. PLUS 5 YEAR WARRANTY" + 5 YEAR ROADSIDE ASSIST"
227 MULGRAVE ROAD, CAIRNS | IRELANDMITSUBISHI.COM.AU | 1300 307 958 §i(}

WARRANTY: 5 years or 100,000km (whichever occurs first). Service conditions apply. AROADSIDE ASSIST (Service conditions apply). For purchases of new Mitsubishi vehicles, your initial 12 month roadside assist will be extended for a period of 12 months from the date of the most recent eligible Service for that vehicle performed at an authorised Mitsubishi
dealer. Roadside assist, if extended in accordance with these items, is available for a maximum of up to 5 years. Conditions apply. See mitsubishi-motors.com.au for further information. $500 Myer Gift Card offer applies only to vehicles in stock and is valid until 31.10.16 or until stock runs out. *Auto Finance is offered by St George Bank — a division of Westpac
Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFLS and Australian credit licence 233714 to approved customers and products subject to application and approval processes. Fees and charges apply
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